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The centerpiece of the Clinton administration's proposals for a parallel labor accord to the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is the creation of a North American Labor Commission
that would set and enforce policy based on international standards. According to El Financiero
International weekly business newspaper, the proposed trilateral commission would be charged
with establishing acceptable labor standards under free trade, based on guidelines established by
the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the European Social Charter. The ILO guidelines
govern such issues as freedom of association, collective bargaining, prohibition of forced labor,
minimum work age, acceptable wage levels, hours on the job and safety at the work place. The
commission or another tribunal would serve as a forum for injured parties to lodge complaints. In
drafting the proposal, US President Bill Clinton and US Labor Secretary Robert Reich considered
input from the AFL-CIO and the Alliance for Responsible Trade a group that represents labor,
agricultural, environmental and religious organizations. The Clinton administration's position on
labor is also based on a five-page memorandum signed by former US president George Bush and
Mexican President Carlos Salinas de Gortari. The document lacks specifics, but sets as general
goals the promotion of "higher living standards and a safe and healthy workplace with adequate
social security, medical and financial benefits." Meanwhile, the Alliance for Responsible Trade has
promised to ease opposition to NAFTA if the parallel labor agreement carries as much weight as
the final NAFTA treaty. In Mexico, most labor unions, following the lead of the pro- government
Mexican Workers Confederation (Confederacion de Trabajadores Mexicanos, CTM), have endorsed
NAFTA. However, the Mexican NAFTA Action Network (Red Mexicana de Accion Frente al Libre
Comercio, RMALC), has said it would continue to oppose the treaty unless the new labor provisions
are included in the body of the main accord. (Source: El Financiero International, 02/01/93)
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